
Letter from the Chair Faculty Recognition and 
Awards: 

Professor Kirk J. Bundy has been in-
vited to give a talk at the Inorganic Mate-
rials in Medicine session of the Metals in 
Medicine Gordon Research Conference to 
be held at Colby College, Maine, June 13- 
18, 2004. The title of his talk is 
"Corrosion of Metallic Biomaterials: 
Measurements and Consequences." 

Professor Kay C Dee was a Teaching 
Fellow at the National Effective Teaching 
Institute, June 2003. The National Effec-
tive Teaching Institute is sponsored by the 
Educational Research and Methods Divi-
sion of the American Society for Engi-
neering Education.  In 2003 it was held in 
Nashville, TN. 
Professor Dee also received the 2003 
Tulane Alpha Eta Mu Beta Biomedical 
Engineering ñTeacher of the Yearò 
Award.

Professor David A. Rice was one of  22 
companies and individuals named by New 
Orleans City Business as 2003 Innovator 
of the Year.   Now in its second year, the 
Innovator the Year recognizes individuals 
who succeed by operating in new and 
exciting ways or by creating unique prod-
ucts.
Professor Rice was cited for having 
students design a variety of devices to 
help disabled people lead more independ-
ent lives 

Professor Natalia Trayanova has been 
awarded the Astor Visiting Lectureship at 
Oxford University, UK.

 Trayanova will be expected
at least one well-publicized lecture

search. She will be at Oxford in June.
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Department of Biomedical Engineering 
Alumni Newsletter 

Dear Biomedical Engineering Alumni and Friends: 

In this issue of the newsletter we focus on our his-
tory, our future, and a series of special events for 
Biomedical Engineering that will be held on Friday 
January 23 and Saturday January 24, 2004.
You are all invited to attend any or all of the three 
special events that we have planned, detailed on the 
next page. 

One of the distinctive features of Tulaneôs under-
graduate program is the requirement that all stu-
dents participate in year-long individual research 
projects (in addition to the team design projects, 
aimed at design of a device or process to aid a dis-
abled client from the local community). 

The year-long research projects now begin in the 
Spring of the Junior year (the selection of projects 
having taken place during the Fall of the Junior 
year), and are completed at the end of the Fall Se-
mester in the Senior year.  All students write a full 
thesis, supervised by their advisor and coordinated 
by Professor Ronald C. Anderson in his 2-semester 
course entitled ñResearch and Professional Prac-
tice,ò and make an oral presentation of the results in 
the Spring semester.  Last year we began a new 
tradition of having all of the projects presented 
during a day-long undergraduate Research Day 
Conference, and it was a great success.  All faculty, 
current students, and alumni are invited to attend 
this yearôs conference on Saturday, January 24, 
2004.  The conference proceedings with abstracts 
will be available at the meeting, and will be posted 
at http://www.bmen.tulane.edu/research_new/
reports/indep_index.html.  I hope to see many of 
you there! 

Again, I solicit your assistance as the faculty and 
students strive to achieve our vision of being a 
ñglobal leader in biomedical engineering scholar-

other employment opportunity, please e-mail me 

( ) and I will post it onto 
our intranet newsgroup, , for stu-
dents to see. Iôd like to build a robust network of 
Tulane connections to help our students and 
alumni. 

In order to achieve our vision of excellence, we 
also need to build upon the financial base ï pro-
vided by tuition and research ï by adding addi-
tional support from alumni giving.  I am working 
with the Departmentôs Board of Advisors in order 
to increase the level of alumni participation.  Not 
only does this provide needed financial help for 
the department, but the percentage of alumni par-
ticipation is one of the measures used by US News 
and World Report in setting the Universityôs rank-
ing.  The most significant financial help for the 
department is in the form of targeted contributions 
to the Departmentôs endowment, and I ask you to 
consider such a contribution using the enclosed 
return envelope. Note that a list of previous con-
tributors to the endowment is on-line at: http://

Iôd like to add your names to the list! 

I hope you enjoy reading about our efforts and 
successes, that you will take the opportunity to 
keep current via the network (websites for the 
School http://www.eng.tulane.edu and the Depart-
ment http://www.bmen.tulane.edu have been re-
vamped this Fall) and e-mail, and that youôll stop 
by to visit us when you are in town.   

Thanks, in advance, for your help and interest in 
the department -- and keep in touch! 

Sincerely yours, 

Richard T. Hart, Ph.D. 
Department Chair 

Fall 2003

Professor Paul L. Nunez, Ph.D., will be retiring from Tulane at the end of June 
2004.  Paul received his Ph.D. in Engineering Physics from the University of Cali-
fornia at San Diego in 1969.  He has a record of outstanding achievements in indus-
try and academia, and following service on the faculty in Electrical Engineering and 
Computer Science at San Diego State University; Paul joined the Tulane faculty in 
the Department of Biomedical Engineering in 1985.  He has served as the Director of 
the Brain Physics Group, and served on the editorial boards of Brain Topography
and Human Brain Mapping, as a referee for a large number of scientific journals, 
and has received extramural funding from NSF and NIH.  In addition to seminal 
manuscripts in the literature, he is particularly well known for his books Electric 
Fields of the Brain: The Neurophysics of EEG (1981) and Neocortical Dynamics and 
Human EEG Rhythms (1995).  After retirement Paul plans to continue his collabora-

tive work on brain research with colleagues in California and Australia and complete the second edition of his 
1981 book. We are planning for a special seminar for the end of the Spring Semester for Paul to describe his 
academic career ï details about the seminar will be posted on the web once plans have been finalized.  If 
youôd like to join us in wishing him all the best during an active retirement, he may be reached at  
pnunez@tulane.edu, and Iôm sure would be pleased to hear from former students! 

www.bmen.tulane.edu/endowment_fund.html ï 

ship.ò  If you have a potential summer internship or

activities, including teaching
contrib




